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05 December 2008
Our Ref:  08/2

The Kennel Club

Clarges Street

Mayfair

London

Dear Mrs Kisko        
The German Shepherd Dog Breed Council of the UK along with the two largest and oldest GSD Breed Clubs in the UK The British Association German Shepherds Dogs and The German Shepherd League (The Partners) are concerned that the meeting on the 20th November sadly did not include our reasonable request to include item No3 on the Agenda. We simply wanted  to jointly discuss specifically the GSD and improvements to its Health and Welfare. The Partners letter of the 12th November enclosing the agenda item No3 was issued and hand delivered with in 5 days of receiving briefing papers from yourselves and to date, disappointingly, we still have had no response to the letter apart from a message the night before the meeting saying our item will not be discussed.
The meeting with the Kennel Club Health and Welfare Group( KCHWG) on the 20th November only discussed certain perceived exaggeration in the GSD, particularly in the hind quarters, which culminated in an agreement to review the breed standard quickly in order to better guide Judges. 
The Partnership of the three prime organisations who collectively represent the vast majority of GSDs who work and show their dogs in the UK respectfully requests that the improvement plan contained in the previous Agenda (enclosed) which was not received by the KCHWG on the 20th November is now discussed in an urgent meeting with the Kennel Club (KC).

We hope that the KC will acknowledge, that the most important and substantive threat facing Pedigree GSDs today, is without question, the lack of mandatory Health and Welfare initiatives for GSDs registered by the KC. To have to attend a meeting in London to deal with subjective, unsubstantiated and adhoc comments on aspects of conformation is “Fiddling whilst Rome burns” the meaning of which is “to occupy oneself with unimportant matters and neglect the priorities during a crisis”.

The Partners conclude, that as a consequence of the lack of any mandatory breeding regulations by the KC that the vast majority of the 12,000 plus Pedigree GSDs registered yearly by the KC cannot conform to be classified as “Fit for Function: Fit for Life”. Furthermore the KC will be criticised by certain parties by allowing the preconceived idea to prevail that to purchase a KC registered Pedigree GSD implies a guarantee of higher quality than GSDs. Without regulatory or mandatory control by the KC this is clearly not the case.  

We can help. The Partnership of  the GSD Breed Council and the two main breed clubs and their members have, for a number of years, imposed voluntary Quality Control initiatives on the GSDs under their influence and therefore would like to share with the KC the benefits of implementing a planned, sustainable improvement plan for KC registered GSDs
We would like to present to the KC the work that has been done in improving the Health and Welfare of the GSDs controlled by the clubs. The Breed Council and the Breed Clubs record that this initiative has been implemented so far only by their members, members who care and invest time, skill and devotion into choosing to enforce restrictions on breeding themselves and which is not matched by 80% of the GSD breeders and subsequent dogs registered by the KC. 

It seems unbelievable in this day and age that  no mandatory regulatory tests are in place prior to breeders being able to KC register over 12,000 GSDs every year. We believe this unregulated environment leads to the consequential and wholly preventable health problems that prevail  today and variations of type which have inevitably and unfortunately evolved. 

There is some early wins we can achieve together by imposing mandatory, stricter control on dogs being registered for breeding and together we can make a difference which will be witnessed by the Public and the Media.

Both the Kennel Club and all responsible Breeders need to demonstrate that we are making progress by imposing Mandatory controls on breeding, to simply alter the breed standard does not go anywhere near enough to resolving the issue of continuous improvement.
We look forward to receiving confirmation of our requested meeting and confirm our earnest desire is to work with the KC in agreeing a way forward to implementing a step change in the Health and Welfare of the GSD which this noble breed deserves and which will be demanded by the Public and the Media increasingly in the future. Lets make our plans together now. 
Signed by the Partners for sustainable improvement in the GSD.
Bob Honey                            Chairman BAGSD
Graham Stephens                 Chairman GSDL

John Cullen                           Chairman GSD Breed Council
Encl

CC, Members of the  KC General Committee
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