Meeting with The Kennel Club and the Breed Health and Welfare Strategy Group on the 20th November 2008.
Dear Ms Hallett                                                                                                                                                                                                             12th November 2008
The German Shepherd Dog Breed Council of the UK and the two largest and oldest GSD Breed/Working Clubs in the UK  The German Shepherd League and The British Association German Shepherds are delighted to confirm their joint attendance at the above meeting.
The Partnership formed by the three prime organisations who collectively represent the vast majority of GSD who work and show their dogs in the UK respectfully requests that the issues recently raised by the Kennel Club(KC) are considered along with the current lack of focus on the  Health and Welfare of the GSD. The way forward and the solutions to your concerns are, as you already identify, intrinsically linked to the Health and Welfare issues.

The Partners believe that the most important and substantive threat facing Pedigree GSDs today, is without question, the lack of mandatory Health and Welfare initiatives for KC registered GSDs. We sadly conclude, that as a consequence of a lack of any mandatory breeding control, that the vast majority of the 12,000 plus Pedigree GSDs registered yearly by the KC do not conform to be classified as Fit for Function: Fit for Life. 
We can help. The Partnership of the GSD Breed Council and the two main breed clubs and their members have, for a number of years, imposed voluntary Quality Control initiatives on the GSDs under their influence.

The Partners would like to present to the meeting the work that has been done in improving the Health and Welfare of the GSDs controlled by the clubs. The Partners record that this initiative has been implemented so far only by their members, members who care and invest time, skill and devotion into choosing to enforce restrictions on breeding themselves and not by the  whole of the GSDs registered by the KC. 
As many as 80% of GSDs registered by the KC every year do not have to pass any tests whatsoever to be allowed to breed, with the consequential health and variations of type which inevitably and unfortunately evolve. 
There are some early wins we can achieve together by imposing stricter control on dogs being registered for breeding. 
In order to try and regularise this situation and in order to work together with the KC, the GSD Breed Council and the two main breed and working clubs together suggest the following agenda. 
This Agenda has been derived  to specifically answer the four questions to be addressed, as defined in section 4 of the briefing paper attached to your letter of the 5th November2008. Our further aim is to agree the principles of a progressive improvement plan for the GSD, endorsed by the KC, wholly aimed at promoting the Health and Welfare of the GSD in the UK and work towards achieving Fit for Function: Fit for Life
Yours Faithfully on behalf of the Partnership

Bob Honey             Chairman of the BAGSD

Graham Stephens   Chairman of the GSDL

John Cullen            Chairman of the GSD Breed Council

                                                                                            Agenda

1)  Review of the Health and Welfare initiatives currently implemented by the Partners.

2)  Questions to be addressed:-
    Q – How can the temperament as seen in the ring be improved so that dogs are not rewarded by judges for being over excitable

      A -  the KC are requested endorse the introduction of mandatory Breed Surveys for all GSD breeding stock which selects dogs( in two grades) ensuring the desired  working dog  temperament by test and qualification are supported by prescriptive health standards  before being allowed to be bred from.

     Q – the views of the breed representatives on how much this perception of dogs of this breed, having exaggerated toplines and hindquarters, is due to underlying structure and how much is due to training of these dogs.

     Q – How can evidence concerning health problems that could be related to these issues be obtained?
     Q – What input on relevant health and welfare issues is included in judge training schemes?

3) Proposal on the way forward by representatives of the The Breed Council, the BAGSD and The GSD League
Please see attached briefing note on the GSD Planned Improvement Programme   

4)  Working Together, way forward and Action Plan

5)  Any other business
5)  Date of next meeting

.     

